THE   SUN  AND   THE   SERPENT

during sickness, danger, or misfortune. Thus, a
man may promise a trident to Vasuki or Tak-
shaka; or a plough, a sword, or a bullock-yoke
to the tutelary Deva of the village. These are
generally represented by small models, which
are placed in the temple. Sometimes, however,
the object actually devoted is given up to the
deity. I have seen a spinning-wheel placed
in a small shrine, which was scarcely large enough
to hold it. In this old form of Hinduism the
offerings are made to the gods, not to the Brah-
mans.

Around most of the old temples, either of Devas
or of Nagas, are arranged a number of stone tablets,
like small tombstones, on each of which is rudely
carved the figure of a man, or those of a man and
woman. These are the monuments of deceased
villagers, and correspond to the gravestones in
our churchyards. As the dead are burned, there
are no graves.

Similar memorials are sometimes placed at the
village spring, at the crossing of a stream, or in
some other frequented place; and sometimes, in
addition to the tablet, some work of public
utility, as a resting-place for travellers, a fountain,
or a bridge over a stream, is erected in memory of
the wealthier villagers.

The monuments to the rajas are on a larger
scale, and upon them were, formerly, sculptured
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